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District Administrator Message Dates To  
Remember 

 
 
 

 

2/16-No School  
 

2/19-No School,  
Professional 
Development Day 
for Teachers 
 

2/21-Board of  
Education  
Meeting, 6:30  
pm, Board Room 

 When people think about January, many times people focus on the 
freezing cold weather, making resolutions for the new year, and the NFL playoffs. I 
think of these things too, but this year I also realized that January may be kind of a 
bleak month with the weather, but it is surrounded by months focused on care.  

 We just got back from the holidays when students, teachers and families had the opportunity 
to take a break from school and enjoy some time away with family and friends. I hope that all of you 
had a wonderful holiday filled with joy. As we look ahead to February, we look to Valentines Day and 
showing care and love for those around us. I would much rather look at January as being surrounded 
by care.  

 In a time where schools and districts are becoming more ‘data-driven’ I see Almond-Bancroft 
School District as being data-informed and student-driven. As you may know, we are in the midst of 
our iReady winter assessment and state assessments will be beginning soon. Don’t get me wrong, 
data is important to us and what we do, but we never place it before the needs of our students. We 
analyze this data, but we do this to inform our practices, so we can better meet the needs of our 
students.  

 Our students and their well-being is at the forefront of each of our minds. We fully 
understand that your child is much more than a number or a data point. I love the fact that we have a 
small district, and our teachers have the opportunity to truly get to know your students. Assessment 
data is only one small part of the person your child is and who he/she will be. We pride ourselves on 
supporting our students in all ways, academically, behaviorally, social-emotionally, etc. Our greatest 
hope is that we build a caring environment that all of our students can thrive in and that each and 
every one of our students has adults that they can turn to in times of joy and in times of struggle.  

 I hope that everyone stays warm and safe and feels the care that we have for our students, 
families, and community. #AlmondBancroftPRIDE. 

Dr. Jodi Becker 
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Almond-

Bancroft  

Artists’ 

of the  

Month  

Lydia Lemanski 
12th Grade 

Acrylic Painting 
Radial Symmetry Kaleidoscope  

 

Melaney Orantes Contreras 
Kindergarten 

After listening to the book, "The Gruffalo" by Julia 
Donaldson, she imagined what a Gruffalo might look like! 

 



Anna Reese is student teaching in Stephanie 
Perzinski’s classroom  and will move to 
Brenda Ramczyk’s classroom during 4th 
quarter. 
 
Logan Wood is student teaching in Brenda 
Ramczyk’s classroom and will move to Abby 
Blanke’s classroom during 4th quarter. 
 
Anneliese Kosinski is student teaching in 
special education.  She will be working with 
both Marcey Lehman and Carla Klismith. 

Lynzie Nightengale is student teaching in Carrie Omernik’s classroom all semester.  

Hi, my name is Dillon Martin and I 
am excited to start my job at Almond 
Bancroft School District as the new 
High School Physical Education and 
Health teacher. I graduated from UW 
Eau Claire and this will be my first 
teaching job outside of college. Some 
of my hobbies include ice fishing, 
playing softball, and spending time 
with family and friends, and working 
my side job at a Christmas tree farm. 
I look forward to working with 
students to better their physical 
health and to create relationships 
between my students.  

ALMOND-BANCORFT MUSIC DEPARTMENT NEWS 
 

 Several High School Band Choir students 
were nominated and participated in the Central 
Wisconsin All Star Festival held in Wild Rose on 
January 20. The students spent the entire day 
working with clinicians with many years of musical 
experience. The choir was composed of over 125 
students from schools around Central Wisconsin. 
The band had almost 70 members and performed 
pieces by regional composers. The students arrived 
at 9:00 AM and rehearsed with their ensembles until 
3:00 PM. Then the band and choir put on a concert 
for the community to showcase their amazing talent.  
 It was a great day for all the students, but 
specifically our ABHS students who were able to 
experience a large musical ensemble different from 
what we have. 
 
Pictured: Karl Kiefer, Isabelle Behnke, Alyssa Borski, 
Adrianna Conley, Vivian Kramer 
Jesus Perez Pacheco, Jennifer Ortiz, Lucy Behnke, 
Camryn Wade 

 
 On February 24 the Music Department will be participating in the district Solo and Ensemble 
Festival at Tri County High School. The students will be performing solos, duets, and small ensembles for judges 
critiques. They will earn a score based on their performance and will then receive medals. This is a great opportunity 
for our students to grow in their musical abilities as individuals. 

Hello! My name is Rod Turzinski, and 
I'm looking forward to my new position 

as Lead Custodian/Maintenance at 
Almond-Bancroft Schools. I am very 

familiar with the district and 
community. I graduated from Almond-

Bancroft as well as my four children, 
Johl, Bryn, Paige, and Claire. My wife, 
Shelly, and I live in Almond. I am also 

coaching varsity boys’ baseball at A-B. 
In my free time I enjoy the outdoors 

and spending time at our cabin up 
north. 



MIDDLE SCHOOL STUDENTS OF THE MONTH 
 

Each month middle school staff members choose one student from each grade level who has demonstrated positive 
behavior throughout the month. Here are the winners! 

 

Our sixth grade November student of the month is Andrea 
Ramirez! Andrea  is a student who sets the bar high for her 
peers.  She works hard and fights through understanding.  She 
smiles easily and is enjoyed by her peers. Congratulations 
Andrea! 
 
Our seventh grade November student of the month is Gabe 
Kett! Gabe has a future in debate.  He shows sparks of 
excellence in his work and definitely speaks his mind. 
Congratulations Gabe! 
 
Our eighth grade November student of the month is Madai 
Banda!  Madai has a quiet way about her.  She works hard and 
enjoys interacting with her friends. Madai has a quiet but large 
personality. She is always competitive with good spirit. 
Congratulations Madai!  

 
 
Rosalyn Knutson is our seventh grade December student of 
the month! Rosalyn is very creative and always willing to help 
others. Roz is a strong presence in her class. She is quick 
with answers to questions or to help another student out if 
needed. She works hard on every assignment and it certainly 
shows in her grades. Roz is thoughtful and persistent.  She 
asks questions that show she is truly thinking and learning. 
Congratulations Rosalyn! 
 
Katie Caldwell is our sixth grade December student of the 
month! Katie is always the first to volunteer to help. She’s 
dedicated to her studies. Katie is kind and considerate of 
everyone in the classroom. She seeks out new ways to 
challenge herself (ex. Asking for a more complex 
multiplication problem to work on). Katie is a quiet presence 
in the classroom, but is not afraid to speak up when she 
knows an answer or to ask a great question. She always seems to be looking forward to what kind of new information she 
can learn. Katie’s greatest strength is that she advocates for herself.  She is easy to smile and welcomes the chance to 
learn. Congratulations Katie! 
 
Zander Rossouw is our eighth grade December student of the month! Zander is a constant learner and seeks knowledge. 
Zander has an unmatched wit. Zander is always ready to share ideas and questions in class - stretching the conversations 
to look for understanding in the core concepts of our subject matter. He has an awesome, dry sense of humor and has 
shown he has a good sense of himself and of what is happening around him. Zander carries himself with an air of 
confidence that is unmatched.  Zander offers a unique perspective to any discussion. He does what is asked of him without 
complaining, even if it isn’t his favorite thing to do.  He is honest but respectful. Congratulations Zander! 

With over 250 students across 11 
surrounding school districts in 
attendance, selected Almond-Bancroft 
7th and 8th graders were able to attend 
Adams-Friendship Middle School for a 
Geography Competition. At the 
competition, students took a short 
individual test, along with a team test. 
Huge congratulations to Indigo Sheffy 
for placing 3rd out of all 7th graders in 
attendance on the individual test! 
Students had a blast challenging 
themselves and learning new things. 
Thank you Adams-Friendship, 

Montello, and Portage for putting on such a fun event!  

GEOGRAPHY COMPETITION HIGHLIGHTS 



2/1-MS girls basketball home vs. Rosholt, 5:00  
pm  
-HS girls basketball at Pittsville, JV 5:45 
pm, varsity 7:00 pm 

2/2-HS boys basketball home vs. Pittsville,  JV  
5:45 pm, varsity 7:00 pm 

2/5-MS girls basketball home vs. Wild Rose 
5:00 pm  
-HS boys basketball home vs. Manawa,  
JV 5:45 pm, varsity 7:00 pm 

2/6-MS girls basketball home vs. Tri-County,  
5:30 pm 
-JV girls basketball home vs. Omro, 5:30 
pm 

2/8-MS girls basketball at Pittsville, 5:00 pm 
-HS boys basketball at Pacelli, JV 5:45 pm, 
varsity 7:00 pm 

2/9-HS girls basketball home vs. Pacelli,  
JV 5:45 pm, varsity 7:00 pm 

2/10-HS basketball at Spencer, varsity girls 
11:00 am, varsity boys 1:00pm 

2/12-MS girls basketball home vs. St. Peter 5:00  
pm  
-HS girls basketball home vs. Weyauwega- 
Fremont, JV 5:45 pm, varsity 7:00 pm 

2/13-HS boys basketball at Nekoosa,  JV  
5:30 pm, varsity 7:00 pm 

2/15-HS girls basketball home vs. Gresham,  
JV 5:45 pm, varsity 7:00 pm 

2/16-HS boys basketball at Gresham, JV  
5:45 pm, varsity 7:00 pm 

2/22-HS boys basketball home vs. Wild Rose, 
JV 5:45 pm, varsity 7:00 pm 

 
The athletic schedule is subject to change.  
For up-to-date information go to the Almond-
Bancroft School web-site. 

Eagles Athletic Events  
#10 
Davis Dernbach 
#24 
Karson Garner 
#30 
Charlie Yang 
Coach  
Greg Otto 
#4 
Baden Ramirez 
#20 
Cohen Priessner 
#22 
Blake Williams 
#25 
Tucker Stiles 
#35 
Malachi Ramirez 

 
 
Coach  
Chad Newby 
#20 
Lacie Bradley 
#32 
Aubree Phillips 
#42 
Kerstyn Clark 
#15 
Aubree Wojcik 
#33 
Delaney Omernick 
#10 
Laney Carlton 
#5 
Lexi Carlton 
#23 
Valerie Banda 

Lexie  
Dernbach  

and  
TJ Lamb  

join the A-B 
1000 point 

club!  
 

Congratulations 
Athletes! 



Coach  
Keith Dernbach 
#11 
Aaliyah Newby 
#12 
Oakley Omernik 
#10 
Laney Carlton 
#32 
Aubree Phillips 
Coach  
Chad Newby 
 
 

#1 
Emalee Petrick 
#21 
Madalyn Potts 
#5 
Lexi Carlton 
#35 
Lexie Dernbach 
#22  
Riya Ceballos 
#4 
Mya Dernbach 
#42 
Kerstyn Clark 

Coach  
Curt Lamb 
#13 
Emmitt Stiles 
#20 
Cohen 
Priessner 
Coach  
Greg Otto 
 
 
 

#5 
Tanner Lamb 
#10 
Davis Dernbach 
#10 
Brody Dernbach 
#15 
Ayden Phillips 
#3 
Clarence Pratt 
#14 
Shane Klismith 

2023 Almond-Bancroft Additions to the 8-Player Football State Record Book  

 

• Four players (Gibraltar's Braden Kita, Wabno/Laona's Cooper Albrecht, Three Lakes/Phelps' Jared Kaufman, and 

Almond-Bancroft's T.J. Lamb) all threw seven touchdown passes in a single game, tying them for third in state history. 

• Almond-Bancroft's Ayden Phillips caught 73 passes, which is tied for third-most in a single season. 

• Almond-Bancroft's Ayden Phillips is up to second in career receptions with 155 and third in career receiving yards with 

2,420, as he still has a year for the Eagles. He is also tied for fourth on the career list with 29 touchdowns catches. 

• Almond-Bancroft's Shane Klismith set a new state record with four interceptions in one game. 

 

Congratulations A-B Athletes! 



Elementary Holiday Fun Day! 

The elementary students have been 
busy making Valentines for Veterans! 
The valentine cards have been mailed to 
the Wisconsin Department of Veterans 
Affairs in Madison and will be delivered 
to homes on February 14.  

The elementary students had the opportunity 
to participate in a Christmas fun day. There 

was bingo, scavenger hunt, making gift tags, 
pin the nose on the reindeer, cookie 

decorating, hide Santa, snow bowling, and 
snowball scoop. The students had a great 

time! Thanks to all the teachers and staff who 
organized such an amazing day for our 

students!  



The kindergarten 
students learned 
about different 

states of matter. 
They enjoyed 
understanding 

solids, liquids, and 
gases with a sweet 

treat! 
Root beer floats! 

The third grade has 
been working diligently 
on earning their 
recorder karate belts. 
So far they have tested 
and earned their white 
belt, yellow belt, and 
orange belt. They are 
currently working 
towards their blue belt 
by playing “When the 
Saints Go Marching In.”  

ELEMENTARY PBIS BEHAVIOR WINNERS. 
CONGRATULATIONS!  

The 4th and 5th graders completed another round of readers' responses. This 
month they were given a choice of which type of project they wanted to do. We 
had a good variety of projects from Google Slide Presentations to hand-crafted 

scenes and mobiles.  

The 4K and Kindergarten classes got together with 
some of Mrs. Omernik's high school students to 

make a tasty dirt cup for their afternoon snack. The 
younger students crushed and mixed their dirt, and 

assembled their cup with the aid of an older 
student. Some even enjoyed a worm!!This was an 

outstanding opportunity for a cooperative 
experience for all involved.  

Fifth graders used fraction sticks to 
help compare fractions last week.  



Almond-Bancroft Middle School 
Spelling Bee 

On Thursday, January 25th, 2024 the middle 
school hosted its annual district spelling bee. 
Zander Rossouw was the champion spelling 
'fiendishly' and 'forerunner' correctly. 
Sebastian Rajkowski was runner up. Zander 
will compete at the Regional Spelling Bee on 
February 15th at the Wisconsin Rapids Middle 
School. Zander is pictured on the left and 
Sebastian is on the right.  

Congratulations Zander and Sebastian! 

8th Grade Tech. Ed 
students finished their 
Gum Ball machine project 
using many of the hand 
and power tools within the 
shop to complete the 
project. They look great!  

A few of our High School 
boys took advantage of the 
local snowmobile trails being 
open and drove their 
snowmobiles to school. 
Pictured are Kayden 
Hageness, Richard Bentley, 
Emmitt Stiles, and Brody 
Dernbach.  

To get in the holiday spirit, 7th 
grade Social Studies classes 
designed their own ornament 
on an American Founding 
Father with facts and images 
to connect with their 
discussion in class on the 
Declaration of Independence 
and the United States 
Constitution.  







HELP US SAVE A LIFE 

Join us for a free Stop the Bleed Class  

Almond Fire Station ● February 22, 2024 ● 3:00-5:00 PM 

Email if you plan to attend Chief@almondfd.com  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Who Can Take the Course 
 A STOP THE BLEED® course is for people who are interested in learning this lifesaving skill. The American College of 
Surgeons STOP THE BLEED® campaign has trained over 3 million people including students, teachers, and community groups. 
We are committed to training anyone who is old enough to understand what the course teaches and is interested in learning how to 
STOP THE BLEED® and save a life. 
 
Why Learn 
 A bleeding injury can happen anywhere. We've all seen it happen too often-on the news or in everyday life. Life-
threatening bleeding can happen in people injured in serious accidents or disasters. Instead of being a witness, you can become an 
immediate responder because you know how to STOP THE BLEED®  
 
What You'll Gain from the Course  
 The person next to a bleeding victim may very well be the one who's most likely to save him or her from bleeding to 
death. By learning how to STOP THE BLEED®, you'll gain the ability to recognize life-threatening bleeding and act quickly and 
effectively to control bleeding once you learn three quick techniques. Take the STOP THE BLEED® training course and become 
empowered to make a life or death difference when a bleeding emergency happens.  
 
What You'll Learn  
 What stops bleeding? In a STOP THE BLEED® course, you'll learn three quick techniques to help save a life before 
someone bleeds out: (1) How to use your hands to apply pressure to a wound; (2) How to pack a wound to control bleeding; (3) 
How to correctly apply a tourniquet. These three techniques will empower you to assist in an emergency and potentially save a 
life.  

Dear Friends of the Community, 
 
Our Almond-Bancroft Post Prom Committee is here with an excited group of parents ready to plan our next post prom. We 
are happy to report that this event is becoming a welcome tradition that the students,  especially the new juniors,  look 
forward to. We are so grateful for you and our community, who every year step up and help us plan this safe event for our 
kids at Almond-Bancroft School.   
 
According to the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration, one in three alcohol-related teen traffic fatalities occurred 
during the prom season, from April to June.  Two out of three teens surveyed through MADD said they felt pressured to drink 
during prom. Thanks to generous donations from our community, we are going on our sixth year of providing a safe and 
exciting night of events as an alternative for these kids to attend after prom.  Last year's post prom included a giant bag toss, 
pool tables, karaoke, lots of delicious food, and every student who attended went home with a prize!  Without your help, none 
of this would have been possible! 
          
Our Post Prom Committee would like to ask for your support again this year. If you are interested in donating,  please make 
checks payable to AB Post Prom and send them to:  Almond-Bancroft School 
       1336 Elm St. 

    Almond, WI 54909 
    ℅ Candace Beggs 

 
If you have any items you would like to donate that need to be picked up, please email cbeggs@abschools.k12.wi.us. If 
possible, we would like to receive donations by March 1, 2024. 

Thank you in advance for your support and for helping to make a difference in our community! 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Almond-Bancroft School Post Prom Committee 

mailto:Chief@almondfd.com
mailto:cbeggs@abschools.k12.wi.us
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BOXHOLDER 

Almond-Bancroft School District  
Mission Statement 

 

The Almond-Bancroft School District, with support of 
families and community members, will provide a 
safe and supportive learning environment, which 
challenges and prepares each student for success 

today and tomorrow. 

Almond-Bancroft School District  
Vision Statement 

 

We are a collaborative community focused on 
continued growth in opportunities, choices, and 
expectations for all students.  We prepare self-

motivated and responsible students to become well-
rounded and successful citizens. 

4K Registration 2024-2025 
 

If you, or someone you know, has a child living in the Almond-Bancroft School District who is 4 years old 

or will be turning 4 before September 1, 2024, they are eligible to register and attend 4K programing at 

Almond-Bancroft!   

 

Families need to have registered their child on the school’s census to automatically receive 4K programing information. 

 

How do we get added to the census? 

If you, or someone you know, have young children not on the census, please call/have them call Sandy Barden at 715-366-

2941 x108 and provide her with the child’s name, birthdate, and address.   Please note:  children can be added to the 

school census at any age! 

Almond-Bancroft  

Past Graduates  

named to 2023 Fall semester 

Dean’s List or Honor roLL 

 
Felicity Budelier, Drake University 

Tyler Huntington, Fox Valley Technical College 
Candace Lein, Iowa State University 

Orion Kunst, Mid-State Technical College 
Ella Winn, Mid-State Technical College 
Gracelyn Breitenstein, UW La Crosse 

Alex Burns, UW La Crosse 
Chloee Dernbach, UW La Crosse 
Melissa Perzinski, UW La Crosse 

Carlee Lamb, UW Madison 
Benjamin Colombe, UW Oshkosh 

Elijah Kollock, UW Oshkosh 
Matt Lukas, UW Oshkosh 

Megen Manske, UW Oshkosh 
Daniel Burns, UW River Falls 
Jillian Newby, UW River Falls 

Aurelia Vega, UW-Stevens Point 
 

If we have missed including a past A-B graduate who 
has been named to a Dean’s List,  please reach out to 
Trina Warzynski, twarzynski@abschools.k12.wi.us, 
and we will include their information in the next 
newsletter. 

ORDER YOUR A-B YEARBOOK TODAY! 

Last day to order a yearbook for Elementary/
Middle School and High School is February 
23.  You can order at jostensyearbooks.com or 
email cklismith@abschools.k12.wi.us for a paper 
order form.  

Elementary/Middle School yearbooks are $20 and 
High School is $49. 

mailto:twarzynski@abschools.k12.wi.us
http://jostensyearbooks.com/
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